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Therefore if  the Son makes you free, 
you shall be free indeedñJohn 8:36.   

   The freedom that is ours as Americans 
is a great treasure. The sacrifice of brave 
individuals who have fought and many 
who have died in defense of that freedom 
makes it all the more precious. But there 
is a freedom that transcends even our in-
dependence as children of America.  It is 
the freedom that we have as redeemed 
children of God.  Jesus declared, Therefore 
if the Son makes you free, you shall be free in-
deedñJohn 8:36.  Praise the Lord; we are 
delivered from the darkness of Satanõs 
control over our lives and declared inde-
pendent of his dominion because of a 
great warrior; Jesus Christ!   
   Why is it then that many of Godõs chil-
dren live far below the freedom He has 
purchased on their behalf?  I believe it is a 
diversity of caresñanxieties and worries, 
that often rob us of the joy of ongoing 
freedom. Truly as Godõs blood-bought 
children we have the only real escape 
from care and it is found in Jesus Christ 
our liberator. Galatians tells us, It is for 
freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, 
then, and do not let yourselves be burdened again 
by a yoke of slavery (5:1). Scripture encour-
ages us as well to, cast all our care (anxiety, 
worry) on Him, for He cares for usñI Peter 5:7.   
   As we celebrate our independence this 
month as U.S. citizens and as citizens of 
heaven, letõs keep in mind the words of 
our Savior in Matthew 6:25-34,  Therefore I 
say to you, do not worry about your life, what you 
will eat or what you will drink; nor about your 
body, what you will put on. Is not life more than 
food and the body more than clothing? Look at 
the birds of the air, for they neither sow nor reap 
nor gather into barns; yet your heavenly Father 
feeds them. Are you not of more value than they? 
Which of you by worrying can add one cubit to 

his stature? So why do you worry about clothing? 
Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow: they 
neither toil nor spin; and yet I say to you that 
even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like 
one of these. Now if God so clothes the grass of 
the field, which today is, and tomorrow is thrown 
into the oven, will He not much more clothe you, 
O you of little faith? Therefore do not worry, say-
ing, õWhat shall we eat?õ or õWhat shall we 
drink?õ or õWhat shall we wear?õ For after all 
these things the Gentiles seek. For your heavenly 
Father knows that you need all these things. But 
seek first the kingdom of God and His righteous-
ness, and all these things shall be added to you. 
Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for to-
morrow will worry about its own things. Sufficient 
for the day is its own trouble.  Being caught up 
in the cares of this world, makes it diffi-
cult to keep our minds focused on what is 
truly important.  
   Anxiety and worry, if left un-
surrendered, will only foster depression 
which in turn saps our spiritual strength 
and weakens our desire to attempt great 
things for God. The cure for care is T-R-
U-S-T!   Philippians 4:6-7, Do not be anx-
ious about anything, but in everything, by prayer 
and petition, with thanksgiving, present your 
requests to God. And the peace of God, which 
transcends all understanding, will guard your 
hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. Trust 
enables us to cast all our caresñ anxieties 
and be guarded by His peace! Letõs trust 
God together; doing so will defeat depres-
sion and insure our ongoing freedoms in 
Christ. Then 
we can de-
clare every 
day òHappy 
Independ-
ence Day!ó 
Thatõs truly 
worth cele-
brating.  

Gripped by the Greatness of God ðKen Willis  

   How do we understand a power and a love that has no 

limits? Using selected passages from Isaiah, author James 

MacDonald seeks to reveal the sovereignty, holiness, grace, 

and glory of God. Awed by His greatness, as participants 

come to recognize each of the matchless attributes that 

characterize God, they will also be led, naturally, to a re-

newed heart of worship. The pastor of Chicagoôs Harvest 

Bible Chapel, MacDonald is also founder and host of the 

popular Walk in the Word radio ministry.   Room 121 A  

Seven Words of Worship ðPastor Janet Suddreth  

Throughout our study, we will use this working defini-

tion of worship:  

Worship is our response to Godôs revelation of 

who He is and what He has done.  

Simply stated, we are called to respond to all that God 

has revealed about Himself ðand to His never -ending 

desire to enter a deeper relationship with each of us. 

Through the ages, God has been in the constant proc-

ess of revealing His character and essence. Yes, God 

is mysterious in many ways, but He is never a mys-

tery. He has gone to great lengths to reveal Himself 

throughout history ðincluding sending His Son, Jesus, 

into the world ðand He continues to reveal Himself 

today in a variety of ways:  
God reveals Himself in creation.  
God reveals Himself through His Word.  
God reveals Himself through the Holy Spirit.  

Fellowship Hall  

Pastor Gloria Fussell ðPrayer Chapel  

The inexhaustible subject of prayer will continue to be 

our focus since we are called, individually and corpo-

rately, to be a house of prayer.  

Freedom!Freedom!Freedom!   




