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   It has been 
said that 
there are 
three basic 
needs that 
must be met 
in order to 
successfully 

sustain human life; food, clothing, and 
shelter. Thankfully, our heavenly father 
promises to supply all of these. However, 
there is yet another even greater basic need 
that must be met in order to successfully 
sustain happy human life, and that is the 
need to love and to be loved. 
   It is in this month that we celebrate dads 
everywhere.  Most any guy can become a 
dad with the greatest of ease but it takes 
concentrated effort to become someone 
referred to affectionately as a beloved fa-
ther. Thank God for good men! Although, 
some would say they are a rarity these days, 
I beg to differ. If you do not believe me, 
then just ask a happy kid! 
   As men our favorite words to hear really 
are òI love you.ó Every evening I look for-
ward to coming home, opening the back 
door, and hearing the excited voices of my 
children declare, òDaddyõs home!ó fol-
lowed by the sound of little feet racing 
frantically across the wooden floors to of-
fer the first sweaty hug to the most attain-
able body part, usually an arm or leg, work-
ing their way up to my neck followed by 
those ever so wonderful words, òI love you 
dad!ó  Each and every time their expres-
sions of affection make my heart swell with 
pride and gratitude! Even with all its chal-
lenges and uncharted territory, those three 
very necessary words, make fatherhood 
one of lifeõs greatest pleasures! 
   In both Malachi 4 and Luke 1 we are 
reminded that our Heavenly Father desires 
the hearts of dads everywhere to be turned 
toward their children and the hearts of all 

children to be returned to their fathers. As 
a dad of four I have discovered each of my 
children express their love in direct correla-
tion to the stage of growth they are in. The 
exuberant hugs and kisses of a child in awe 
of its father seem to wane all too soon as 
they move towards adolescence. The words 
òI love youó are often replaced with òDad, 
please stop, youõre embarrassing me!ó or òHey 
dad, whatõs up? May I borrow a few bucks?ó  
   But even when our children are all grown 
up we still regard them as kids. Hopefully 
something wonderful happens when they 
truly progress into maturity. The words of 
affection that seem to have temporarily 
disappeared eventually resurface as words 
of admiration and respect.   Sadly, some-
times the words ð I love you Dad ð donõt 
return until they become those infamous 
last words in a hospital room ð may it never 
be. In fact, as soon as you finish reading 
this, why donõt you give Dad a call? 
   The same can occur in our relationship 
with our heavenly father. Our sense of awe 
towards His loving provision will progress 
in direct correlation to the stage of spiritual 
development we are experiencing.  Unfor-
tunately, as many grow older in faith their 
verbal affection wanes.  Thus, our chal-
lenge is to progress steadily in the direction 
of deeper love and expressed admiration 
for our heavenly father. As we all know 
this requires quality time together and good 
communication. My prayer for dads every-
where is, òFather let our hearts return to you and 
allow us the pleasure of a renewed sense of AWE 
as we enjoy the warmth of your heart returned to us 
ð WE LOVE YOU DAD!ó 

And he will turn the hearts of the fathers to 
the children, and the hearts of the children 
to their fathers, lest I come and strike the 
earth with a curse. Malachi 4:6 (NKJV) 

Our favorite Our favorite Our favorite 
words!words!words!   




