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   Motherhood, 

the toughest 
job youôll ever 

love. I know the 
A r m y  t h i n k s 

theyôve got the 

corner on this 
one, but seri-

ously, every mother knows it belongs to the tough, 
the few, the proud, the moms.    

   Iôll never ever forget the moment I became a mom.  
I would love to say it was like a Johnson & Johnsonôs 

baby commercial, where everything was beautiful 

and peaceful and small angels played harps in the 
background.  But after 2 days of labor and 4 solid 

hours of pushing a 9 lb.12 oz. (totally content to stay 
right where he was) boy  into this world, all I wanted 

to do thenðand many times still to this day,  was to 

sleep.  Obviously that experience didnôt deter me too 
much because I went down that road  three more 

times (thankfully not the 9 lb12 oz. part) and now we 
all have opened our hearts and home to our first little 

foster baby.   
   Do I like being a mom, well...  I love my children, 

would give my life for them without even having to  

think about it, but the part of raising little human 
beings that would rather argue with you than just 

clean their room, well that part, not so much.  I 
mean seriously, Iôm giving the best years of my life to 

pick up after them, wipe toothpaste off the mirrors 

every morning,  be a taxi to every corner of the 
earth, do more laundry than seems humanly possi-

ble, spend all our money on them, remind them WHO  
wanted a dog,  convince them their siblings are not 

aliens, cook for, iron for, shop for, trade in my date 

night with my husband for yet another birthday party 
or school concert, stay up all night when they are 

newborns or sické well you get the picture.    
   No, I donôt LOVE all the everyday little things that 

come with being a mom, even when I quote the 
scripture ñDo every thing as unto the Lord, Do every-
thing as unto the Lord, Do everything as unto the 
Lord, on my tenth load of laundry that day, but do I 
love the little lives that God has placed in our home? 

You better believe it ! Would I trade one moment of 

the time Iôve had as their momðnot on your life.  
Would I do it all over again, a hundred times yes!   

   I cherish all the goodnight kisses, the times you 
hear them singing when they donôt know youôre 

around.  The smiles on their faces when theyôve 

picked a flower for you, or how proud they are when 
you put their latest masterpiece on the frig.  One of 

my favorites is the surprise text messages that just 
say ñhi mom, love yaò.  

   Marie Osmond, a single mom of seven kids has a 
book out with a great title, ñMight As Well Laugh 
About it Nowò.  I like that! Motherhood is completely  

unpredictable.  One moment life is peaceful, com-
pletely serene, a perfect Hallmark card day and then 

suddenly you find out that a Science project is due 
the next day that is worth half their grade, you have 

no milk or bread for lunches, thereôs no toilet paper 

to be found and someone is continually calling 
ñMOMò from the bathroom, you find your toothbrush 

is wet and you havenôt brushed your teeth yet or no 
one remembers to walk the dog and well, you know 

what happens then.  So what better solution to all 
the quirky things we will face as moms than to laugh 

and laugh and then laugh some more.  James says it 

best when he wrote, ñcount it all joy when you face 
trials of many kindsò.  So come on moms, give your-
self and your family the best motherôs day present 
possible, give yourself the gift of JOY.  Because when 

mommaôs happy, well, you know how the saying 

goes.  
   So even though I donôt have time for major life 

changing goals right now, these Iôm going to give my 
best shot at: to play more, to say yes more,  to listen 

more, to hug and kiss more, to let little things slide 

more, to say 
great job  

more,  but 
most of all  

to laugh and 
laugh and 

the n to 

laugh some 
more.   
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 Of Earthly Mothers and Heavenly ComfortOf Earthly Mothers and Heavenly ComfortOf Earthly Mothers and Heavenly Comfort 
   With Motherõs Day coming up, I wanted to reach out to all whose relationship with their mothers is less 
than the best. Scripture calls us to honor our mother, and yet, Motherõs Day, or Fatherõs Day for that matter, 
is for some of us a pitiless reminder of a painful and bitter past and the last thing we want to do is celebrate 
a person who may have repeatedly and carelessly wounded or offended us along the path toward adulthood. 
   Throughout the years, I have met a good number of men and women who think of their mothers with 
resentment, anger or even hatred.  When they were at their most vulnerable and needed the greatest care and 
loving nurture, their mothers had failed them.  In order to follow Scripture and honor our own self as well 
as the parents who gave us life, we may need to look at the concept of forgiveness in a new light. Forgive-
ness often is a process which may take many weeks or months, at times years.  It has much more to do with us, 
with our own interior freedom and wellbeing, than with any attempts toward reconciliation with a mother or father 
who have deeply hurt us. 
   Your experience with your mother may have been less traumatic than described above, but nevertheless 
unresolved problems still exist and you might feel uncomfortable with expressing any physical and formal 
recognition of love to her. What now? 
   1.) You could purchase a beautiful blank card and write a sentence or two in your own words, perhaps, òI 
am thinking of you today and I wish you well.ó If it is too difficult for you to use the words Mom, Mother 
or love, leave them off. 
   2.) If your mother lives near you so that you can visit occasionally, keep your conversation upbeat by 
focusing on inoffensive common interests and safe topics such as gardening, happy news about relatives, 
books, magazine articles or favorite foods. 
   3.) Be thoughtful and polite without compromising who you are as a person. Recognize your motherõs 

good and helpful ways by thanking or praising her for them. 

   4.) Identify and then thank God for any positive progress you may have made with your mother over 

the years. Perhaps you have become kinder or more generous and this has reflected favorably on your 

now less strained relationship. 

   5.) We never outgrow the need for someone special to hold us close and to reassure us that tomorrow 

all will be well.  We can draw strength from the feminine side of God and receive 

hope, comfort and encouragement: ñCan a mother forget her nursing baby, and not 

have compassion on the child she has borne? Though she may forget, I will not forget 

you!  See, I have engraved you on the palms of my hands; you are ever before 

me.ò (Isaiah 49:15 & 16) and ñAs one whom his mother comforts, so will I comfort 

you.ò (Isaiah 66:13) 

   May both you and your mother awaken to heavenly love on this special day 

and allow God to tenderly touch and bless your hearts with healing! 
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Prayer Meeting  
8ñ9am Chapel 

Prayer Meeting  
8ñ9am Chapel 

 Family Night  
 Services 7pm. 

Silver Saints, 10 amñnoon 

Mike & Barbara Lestik 

Silver Saints, 10 amñnoon 

Ron & Polly Bowlus 

Mothers  of  PreschoolersMothers  of  PreschoolersMothers  of  Preschoolers    

Prayer Meeting  
8ñ9am Chapel 

Prayer MeetingPrayer MeetingPrayer Meeting   
666ñññ7 pm7 pm7 pm   

SanctuarySanctuarySanctuary   

 Family Night  
 Services 7pm. 

Choir Rehearsal 
7pm. 

Choir Rehearsal 
7pm. 

Prayer Meeting  
8ñ9am Chapel 

Prayer Meeting 
6ñ7 pm 

Sanctuary 

Can you believe itõs May already? The Lord has been 
so good to us this year in Adult Ministries. Last month 
we had our annual Silver Saints picnic with 80 saints 
attending. We had games, music, fellowship and a 
wonderful lunchñwe are blessed. We also had won-
derful Monday concerts with powerful prayer times 
that resulted in many being healed. 
   We are looking forward to our May 2nd lunch trip to 
the Dutch Heritage Restaurant in Sarasota. We will have a 

full bus, van, and extra cars so a good crowd is assured. Randy Estelleõs 2009 
Praise Tour makes a stop here on Monday, May 11th at 10 am. We are reaching 
out to our community with this concert so bring a friend or two, or twelve. Randy 
will entertain as well as ministerñyour friends will love it. On the 18th we will 
have our Pot Luck Lunch so sign up now and let us know what dish you will be 
bringing. This will be our last Silver Saintõs meeting until September 14th. 
   We want to thank and praise our Lord Jesus for all he has done for us during 
this past Silver Saintõs season. It has gone by quickly and we are looking forward 
our fall restart with great anticipation of what He will do next. Remember Jesus 
loves you and so do Linda and I. 
    Donõt forget to sign and save up for our 2010 Gospel Cruise. We are already 
looking forward to this great eventñjoin us. 
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Silver Saints, 10 amñnoon 

Randy Estelle 

Prayer Meeting  
Noon, Chapel 

Youth Ministry Update       by Pastor Wallace 
   Well, here we are again and this time weõre through 
our purity series the Sin of Skin (yeah!!!), but so much 
more has happened than just Wednesday night youth 
service. TIB (Taking It Back) continues to grow and 
with the help of a few adults we are seeing more and 
more dancers come to Christ every TuesdayñGene, 
you rock! We have had some awesome Sunday Deep 
End (Bible Study) at Gene and Janice Rodriguezõ 
house. The Messages & Scategories games have been 
getting quite intense, especially if youõre from the 
island (inside Scategories joke) but if you come to the 
Deep End on May 24, youõll find out what it means 
really quickly. We also had Nickõs Basketball Jam 
where we saw 30 people show up to play basketball 
and then sit for a word about Jesusõ love for them. 
The next one is coming up in May so keep your ears 
open and your b-ball shoes ready.   

   ONESM also had the opportunity to run spiritual 
emphasis week for Saint Petersburg Christian School 
(across the street) where we talked about various 
ways to get our life in line with Godõs order. We even 
threw in a few things to kick the entire week experi-
ence up a notch, like a staff vs. student dance-off 
while we waited to get started (Note: kids listen better 
after you tire them out). Then we followed up with 
awesome worship by Karmina and some really inter-
active services by Pastor Wallace with, lots of music 
and video to really drive home the points of the 
messages.  We saw over 100 kids come forward and 
state they were going to be sold out for Christ. The 
last day we did a communion service that everyone 
participated in as well as a rededication. Since then we 
continue to see tons of teens from SPCS on a weekly 
basis at ONESM and TIB.   
   Well last but not least with Motherõs Day coming 

up we at ONESM just want to say thank you. We 
love you Mothers, because you put up with so 
muchñyou deserve a day to be honored. Beware 
kids are on the prowl looking for mothers to thank 
so you may just get swamped and thanked for 
simply being a Mother. So until next month love 
your moms and remember ONESM- Winning 
Teens for Christ who share the gospel with no 
shame! 

 Family Night  
 Services 7pm. 

 

Choir Rehearsal 
7pm. 

Music/Arts Update        Music/Arts Update        Music/Arts Update        by Pastor Shellyby Pastor Shellyby Pastor Shelly   
Seder Report  
We fed around 200 people on Thursday night.  Eric Gibson, 

our special guest from Georgia, did a wonderful job of sharing 
his many Old Testament nuggets with us.  It was a wealth of 

intricate details of a master redemptive plan that has us  at its 

very core; a legitimate reason then to Hallel ð
behave clamorously foolish.  I had a refreshing 

response from someone who had no idea of what 
a Seder was all about. After it was over they left 

encouraged, just wanting more of   J -sus; because 

when you see His beauty 
revealed, there is no other 

response. 
Easter Blend  

The trilogy of Easter messages that culminated in a 
great Resurrection Day service with 800 in attendance 

was a great success. This was a unique attempt 

to relate the timeless story to our modern cul-
ture. The coffee shop theme allowed us to 

apply the message of graceðpaid for on the 
cross of Calvaryðto the very practical issues of 

life. Many worked very hard to make this 3 

week event so very valuableðthanks to all.  
Another Word  

Weôre looking forward to a Train-
ing Weekend that will include 

special guests, ñLiving Proof 

Ministriesò, Kristian and Shannon 
Walker.  We were privileged to 

have them here for a single 
service recently and were eager 

to invite them to return.   They 
will be conducting an 

entire weekend for 

the department to 
encourage, refresh, 

teach and fellow-
ship.  Then, on Sun-

day Night, weôll have 

an exclusive night of 
w o r s h i p  w i t h 

them.  This will be 
M a y  1 7 t h  a t 

6p.m.  This night is 
open for every-

one.  Donôt miss this 

wonderful couple God 
is using through 

worship ministry.  
No 

Choir Rehearsal  

Prayer Meeting  
8ñ9am Chapel 

Prayer MeetingPrayer MeetingPrayer Meeting   
666ñññ7 pm7 pm7 pm   

SanctuarySanctuarySanctuary   

Prayer Meeting  
Noon, Chapel 

 

May 17th 
6 pm. 

6 pm 

111ðMOPS, 9 am., Bornemann Foundation Heart for the Arts Variety Show, 7 pm. 
333ðBaptism Service & Missions Emphasis, 10:30 am. 999ðWalk for Life, 9 am. 
171717ðMembership Class, 4 pm., Special Worship Service, 6 pm. 

From Mary/Martha Ministry  

   Many thanks to all who contributed to our Pregnancy Center Baby Shower. We re-

ceived many lovely gifts for the babies. The mothers attend classes on childcare and 

earn points to receive baby items from the showerðthanks again. 

   Also, Sandy Myhre will share with Mary/Martha Ministry on Tuesday, May 5th at 

9:30 am in room 121B. You are cordially invited to attend. 

180 DegreesñSingles 35-55 ( formerly Suncoast Singles) 

April was another busy month for us as we enjoyed quite a few activities 
including a sunset at the beach, our small group home fellowship where we 
discussed Romans 12 followed by feasting on pizza; the All-Church Picnic, and 
the highlight of the monthéthe òStory of Jesusó at the Cattlemenõs Arena in 
Wauchula.  During this passion play, we experienced emotions ranging from 
horror to joy as nearly 300 cast members told the story of Jesusõ life.  The 

drama was enhanced by live animals ð horses, cows, donkeys, sheep, camels, 
geese and chickens ð and transformation of the Arena for various scenes 
including the city of Bethlehem, the Sea of Galilee, a room for the Last Sup-
per, the Garden of Gethsemane, the Hill of Golgotha, and a tomb where the 
stone was rolled away and Jesus rose triumphant over the grave.  PRAISE 
THE LORD, HEõS COMING BACK SOON!  Our May event will be on 
Saturday the 9th when we visit the Holy Land Experience in Orlando.  Addi-
tional details and a sign-up sheet for this event are at the Information Desk. 

Memorial DayMemorial DayMemorial Day   

242424ðððPentecost Sunday celebration and Memorial Day remembrance of veterans by posting of the colors. Pentecost Sunday celebration and Memorial Day remembrance of veterans by posting of the colors. Pentecost Sunday celebration and Memorial Day remembrance of veterans by posting of the colors.    
   Suncoast Military &Veterans committee would like to add members. Contact Bill Lofgren at 727Suncoast Military &Veterans committee would like to add members. Contact Bill Lofgren at 727Suncoast Military &Veterans committee would like to add members. Contact Bill Lofgren at 727---528528528---3946.3946.3946.   
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