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...be transformed by the renewing of your mind, 
that you may prove what is that good and  

acceptable and perfect will of God. 
Romans 12:2b 

   The writer of Proverbs reveals to us a valu-
able truth by communicating that it is more 
advantageous to get wisdom than it is to get 
gold. He goes on to say that we will fare 
much better by choosing understanding over 
choosing silverðProv. 16:16. I have given 
much thought to this especially in regard to 
living the ñBlessed Lifeò as we journey to-
gether towards transformation in 2009.  In 
short, we must choose what we want to get. 
The Spirit of God wants us to realize that 
divine wisdom and godly understanding are 
of much greater value and serve as a deeper 
blessing than silver or gold ever could in re-
gards to transforming power. Thank God that 
wisdom and understanding never lose their 
value or tarnish with time.  Let me give you 
an example:  In Mark 12:30-31 the Lord sums 
up our responsibility as believers with the two 
greatest commands. The first being:   ñyou 
shall love the Lord your God, with all your 
heart, and with all your soul, and with all your 
mind, and with all your strength.ò  And the 
second greatest command: ñand you shall 
love your neighbor as yourself.ò  As we seek 
transformation we must apply our hearts to 
choosing wisdom and understanding in re-
gards to both the power and priority of these 
commands.  The # 1 key to transformed living 
is understanding the GREATEST command; 
that of simply loving the Lord your God with 
ALL of yourself. 
   Romans 12:1-2 ñI beseech you therefore, 
brethren, by the mercies of God, that you 
present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, 
acceptable to God, which is your reasonable 
service. 2 And do not be conformed to this 
world, but be transformed by the renewing of 
your mind, that you may prove what is that 
good and acceptable and perfect will of 
God.ò 

   In Acts 5 the church applied this bit of wis-
dom to their living and it gave them the un-
derstanding to fulfill the second greatest com-
mand of loving their neighbor as themselves. 
Suddenly we witness Peter and the Apostles 
living a ñblessed lifeò and proving Godôs will 
simply because the priorities of God had 
become their priority. As a result they were 
ñhighly esteemedò and multitudes of believers 
were increasingly added to them!  Of course 
they shook up the community; both religious 
and natural!  People began laying the sick 
and hurting from surrounding cities in the 
streets so perhaps they would be healed by 
the shadow of the man of God passing by! 
Needless to say Godôs Spirit was on hand in 
His people in order to transform everyone it 
touched!    Later on in Acts 17 we see that 
the power of God continued to follow the 
priority of God as it preceded His laborers to 
Thessalonica. The NT believers had gained 
the reputation of ñturning the world upside 
downò (vs. 6). Could you imagine if that hap-
pened in Saint Petersburg, Florida?  Why 
couldnôt it?  Certainly we can play a role in a 
much needed spiritual transformation! It must 
begin with us and then spread to those 
around us. 

   God, please give us a greater desire for 

your divine wisdom and understanding. Help 

us to realize and embrace the priority of God 

which in turn will release your transforming 

power into our lives. Help us to choose care-

fully what we want to get as we journey to-

gether towards transformation in 2009.  Most 

of all, bring transformation to our city!  Help it 

be ñturned upside downò so that things will be 

righted and begin looking up once again to 

the Glory of God! 
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