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A good place to move beyond mere wishful 
thinking and into confident expectation for a 
happy new year is at the ALTAR. Prayer is the 
fuel that fosters positive TRANSFORMATION. JANUARY  
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   I want to take a moment and thank 
you for a lovely 2008! Even with all of 
its challenges the past year proved to 
be a journey ŦƛƭƭŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ DƻŘΩǎ ǇŜŀŎŜŦǳƭ 
presence and miraculous provision at 
every turn. He has indeed been good to 
the folks of Suncoast Cathedral! With 
that said, I also want to wish you a 
veryτHappy New Year! You may ask 
άǿƘŀǘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ƘŀǇǇȅ ŀōƻǳǘ ƛǘΣ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ 
ƛƴ ƭƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ǎƘŀƪȅ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅ 
ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ǎŜŜƳƛƴƎƭȅ ŜǾŜǊ ŎƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ 
ƻŦǘŜƴ ǳƴŎŜǊǘŀƛƴ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΚέ ¸ƻǳ Ƴŀȅ ŜǾŜƴ 
suppose that a happy new year is just 
as iffy as our roller coaster riding DOW 
average. Many naysayers believe the 
chance of the new year truly being 
happy is nothing more than wishful 
thinking. 
   But I have set my hope in God! Our 
ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ŎƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ŎŀǘŎƘ 
Him off-guard because He has already 
been there. The bible tells He is the 
One who was, who is, and is to come. 
God is the same yesterday, today, and 
forever. 
   Our key to a happy new year is to 
consciously choose our happinessτnot 
based on circumstances (the way things 
stand around us) but based on Who 
stands within us. I am so delighted that 
together we can place our hope and 
trust in the ROCK SOLID faithfulness of 
our unchanging God and Savior! Life in 
Him is a sure place to stand. 
   Even with our 2009 journey promis-
ing to have many unexpected twists 
and turns the promise of Psalm 94:14 is 
still sure: the Lord will not abandon His 
people! No matter the ups and downs 
in our journey towards the future, we 
Ƴǳǎǘ ƪŜŜǇ ƛƴ ƳƛƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘΩǎ Ǝƻŀƭ ŦƻǊ 
us is more than our temporal happi-
ness; His goal is actually our lasting 

transformation into the image of 
ChristτRomans 12:1,2. I feel that 2009 
will be a year of transformation for His 
body both locally and globally. 
   ²ƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ {ǇƛǊƛǘΩǎ ƘŜƭǇ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ Ŏƻƴπ
formed to His image. To be more like 
Him we must have faith in WHO He is. 
In the old testament God was identified 
by using the phrase I AM or Yahweh. 
This was an expression of the One who 
lives eternally, from everlasting to ev-
erlasting, without beginning or end. 
God is the only One who does not 
changeτHe is constant. We must take 
to heart the fact that we will face cir-
cumstances beyond our reserves, but 
ƴŜǾŜǊ ōŜȅƻƴŘ DƻŘΩǎ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜ 
God that changes not is the only One 
who can bring lasting, positive change 
into our lives. He transforms us by 
changing our nature, by clarifying our 
purpose, and by improving our individ-
ual condition. The best way to ensure a 
happy new year is to seek our unchang-
ing and dependable God in prayer, sur-
render our worries and our ways to 
Him, and then simply do what is right. I 
am excited about our Journey To 
Transformation in 2009. I hope you will 
join us. 
   A good place to move beyond mere 
wishful thinking and into confident ex-
pectation for a happy new year is at 
the ALTAR. Prayer is the fuel that fos-
ters positive TRANSFORMATION. 
   Jesus, when addressing our material 
needs, states in Matthew 6:33 NLT, 
Seek the Kingdom of God above all else, 
and live righteously, and I will give you 
everything you need. He then adds, so 
ŘƻƴΩǘ worry about tomorrow. Tomor-
Ǌƻǿ ƛǎ ƛƴ DƻŘΩǎ ƘŀƴŘǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƻ ŀǊŜ ǿŜΦ 
[ŜǘΩǎ Ǉǳǘ ƻǳǊ ƘƻǇŜ ƛƴ DƻŘ ŀƴŘ ŜƴƧƻȅ 
the journey! 
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