| want to take a moment and thankransformation into the image of
you for a lovely 2008! Even with all &hrist Romans 12:1,2. | feel that 2009
its challenges the past year proved will be ayear of transformationfor His
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every turn. He has indeed been good formed to His image. To be more like
the folks of Suncoast Cathedral! WitHim we must have faith in WHO He is.
that said, | also want to wish you k the old testament God was identified
veryt Happy New Year¥ou may askby using the phrasé AM or Yahweh.
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suppose that ehappy new yeais just change He is constant. We must take
asiffy as our roller coaster riding DOWb heart the fact that we will face cir-
average. Many naysayers believe tleimstances beyond our reserves, but
chance of the new year truly being S@SNJ 0S@2yR D2RQ&
happy is nothing more than wishfulGod that changes not is the only One
thinking. who can bring lasting, positive change

But | have set my hope in God! Oimto our lives, Hetransforms us by
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Him offguard because He has alreaghyurpose, and by improving our individ-
been there. The bible tellsle is the ual condition. The best way to ensure a
One who was, who is, and is to cameappy new year is to seek our unchang-
God is the same yesterday, today, aimtfy and dependable God in prayer, sur-
forever. render our worries and our ways to

Our key to a happy new year is tdim, and then simply do what is right. |
consciously choose our happinessot am excited about ourJourney To
based orcircumstancegthe way things Transformation in 20091 hope you will
stand around us) but based owho join us
stands within us. | am so delighted thatA good place to move beyond mems
together we can place our hope andishful thinking and into confident ex-
trust in the ROCK SOLfBithfulness of pectation for a happy new year is at
our unchanging God and Savior! Lifetime ALTARPrayer is the fuel that fos-
Him is a sure place to stand. ters positiveTRANSFORMATION.

Even with our 2009ourney promis- Jesus, when addressing our material
ing to have many unexpected twistseeds, states in Matthew 6:33 NLT,
and turns the promise of Psalm 94:14 $eek the Kingdom of God above all else,
still sure:the Lord will not abandon Hisind live righteously, and | will give you
people!No matter the ups and downgverything you need-e then addsso
in our journey towards the future, we R 2 yw@rgy about tomorrow, Tomor-
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us is more than our temporal happf S Q& LJdzi 2 dzNJ K2 LJS
ness; His goal is actually our lastitige journey!
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