
  

 

ά5ƻ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ŀŦǊŀƛŘΣ ŦƻǊ ōŜƘƻƭŘΣ L ōǊƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ 
good tidings of great joy which will be to all 
ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦέ Luke 2:10 NKJV. Has there ever 
been a better time in history for us to hear 
these angelic words?  
   Fear has become a pervasive emotion in 
our world today. Economic woes, perceived 
climatic change, political chaos, and moral 
confusion have left in their wake job loss, 
stress induced sickness and leadership burn-
out. Without a doubt, many a retailer will 
suffer through a significantly challenged holi-
day selling season. Many people will not find 
happiness in the season, but even more will 
not have true joyτas it is never found in any 
of the above. 
   If we continue the scriptural passage in 
Luke we read, άCƻǊ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ōƻǊƴ ǘƻ ȅƻǳ ǘƘƛǎ 
day in the city of David a Savior, who is 
/ƘǊƛǎǘ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΦέ vs. 11. People who are fal-
ling, drowning, or perishing any other way 
need someone to save them. Our world con-
dition today, as evidenced by our newspaper 
headlines, indicates that we are in need of a 
rescue. Unlike the tax based so-called gov-
ernment bailout, our savior is not just a 
planτbut a person. 
   άWƻǎŜǇƘΣ ǎƻƴ ƻŦ 5ŀǾƛŘΣ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ŀŦǊŀƛŘ ǘƻ 
take to you Mary your wife, for that which 
is conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit. And 
she will bring forth a Son, and you shall call 
His name Jesus, for He will save His people 
ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎƛƴǎΦέ Matthew 1:20,21. Jesus is 
ǘƘŜ ǎŀǾƛƻǊ ǘƘŀǘ ŎŀƴŎŜƭǎ WƻǎŜǇƘΩǎ ŦŜŀǊ ŀƴŘ 
ours as well. If He is born in our heartsτthe 
perfect love of the Fatherτour fear is cast 

out according to 1 John 4:18. Even the 
storms of life circumstances are calmed 
when Jesus is in our boat. We have wisdom 
and guidance in troubled times when con-
ception by the Holy Spirit takes place in us. 
Wise people have always understood this. 
   Like the wise men from the east in Mat-
thew 2. ά²ƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅ ǎŀǿ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǊΣ ǘƘŜȅ ǊŜπ
joiced with exceedingly great joy. And 
when they had come into the house, they 
saw the young Child with Mary His mother, 
ŀƴŘ ŦŜƭƭ Řƻǿƴ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇŜŘ IƛƳΦέ vs. 10, 
11a. Worship is both a cause and result of 
great joy. In a time like this we need to 
spend time enjoying the presence of the 
Almighty. Earlier it was stated that people 
are falling (perishing) and need to be saved, 
but falling down in this case speaks of hum-
ōƭƛƴƎ ƻƴŜǎŜƭŦ ƛƴ ŀŘƻǊŀǘƛƻƴΦ WŜǎǳǎΩ ŘŜǎƛǊŜ ƛƴ 
John 15:11 is, άǘƘŀǘ aȅ Ƨƻȅ Ƴŀȅ ǊŜƳŀƛƴ ƛƴ 
you and that your joy may be fullΦέ[ŀǎǘƛƴƎ 
and significant joy comes from knowing Him 
personally and you canτbe assured of that. 
   ά!ƴŘ ǎǳŘŘŜƴƭȅ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŀƴƎŜƭ ŀ 
multitude of the heavenly host praising God 
and saying: Glory to God in the highest, And 
ƻƴ ŜŀǊǘƘ ǇŜŀŎŜΣ ƎƻƻŘ ǿƛƭƭ ǘƻǿŀǊŘ ƳŜƴΗέ 
Luke 2:13,14. Make no mistake, the good 
will of God for you on earth is peace, pros-
perity, health, good friends and loving fam-
ilyτin a word JOY!  But you say, look around 
ǿƘŀǘ Řƻ L ǎŜŜΚ ¢ƘŜ ǘǊǳǘƘ ƛǎ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ƭƻƻƪ 
ƛƴǎƛŘŜΣ ŀƴŘ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘ-child 
Jesus, just ask Him in. He will come in and 
άōŜƭƛŜǾƛƴƎΣ ȅƻǳ ώǿƛƭƭϐ ǊŜƧƻƛŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ Ƨƻȅ ƛƴŜȄπ
pressible and full of gloryΦέ 1Peter 1:8. 
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Education Hour, 9:30am. 

 
   

Worship, 10:30am.  
 

Education Hour, 9:30am. 
 
   

Worship, 10:30am.  

 Family Night  
 Services 7pm. 

  Praise the Lord for an-

other great month of 
worshiping our Lord in 

Suncoast Adult Minis-
tries. Our meetings in 

Silver Saints were Spirit-

filled with many an-
swered prayers and the 

joy of the Lord filled our 
hearts. We had a won-

derful Veterans Day cele-
bration with many of our 

vets sharing their experiences during 

their time of duty. We also enjoyed some 
delicious cake and a time of fellowship 

together. What a blessing every single 
weekðyou really should be there. 

  December will be a very busy month. 

On the 5th we are taking 40 of our saints 
to the Herman & Sharon TV program for 

a Christmas Concert and on the 6th we 
will be attending the Word of Life Christ-

mas production with 32 of our saints 
having purchased tickets. We will be 

having our Christmas Talent Show on the 

22nd along with our special Christmas 
Luncheon.  

  Linda and I would like to thank every-
one for a great 2008 in the adult minis-

tries department and wish everyone a 

blessed Christmas and a Jesus filled New 
Year. Donôt forget about our January 9th 

Breakfast With The Blackwoods to 
start off the new year. Tickets are on 

sale now, see you then and there!  

For more than 30 years Dr. Steve Phifer has served the 
Lord in Music and Worship Ministry. He has worked at 
all levels from the local church to the mega church and 
from the college 
classroom to de-
nominational head-
quarters.  Along the 
way he has earned 
bachelors and mas-

ters degrees in music educa-
tion (University of Arkansas, 
Monticello/The Wichita State 
University) and a doctorate in 
worship studies from the 
Robert E. Webber Institute 
for Worship Studies. More 
than 100 articles on worship 
and numerous books bear his 
name.  Dr. Phifer has served 
as guest lecturer at Christian 
colleges and universities in the 
USA and overseas. He for-
merly served Suncoast Cathedral, 
he now serves the church at large 
as worship arts educator and as 
worship arts consultant.  

In November the Suncoast Singles 35 ï 55 

observed National Singles Month by hosting 
an event for all singles over the age of 20.  A 

good crowd turned out to enjoy a  dessert 
fellowship followed by a very entertaining per-

formance by Christian comedian Justin 

Fennell.  The delicious desserts and Justinôs 
side-splitting routines set the stage for a de-

lightful evening!  
Our December activity is planned for Sunday 

December 14. We will visit the ICE! Exhibit at 
the Gaylord Palms Resort in Orlando.  This 

unique holiday attraction consists of a frosty 

winter wonderland of larger -than-life, three-
dimensional holiday scenes and sculptures 

carved from nearly two million pounds of ice.  
The attractionôs signature scene is a life-sized 

Nativity carved completely of crystal-clear ice 

which has been described as one of the most 
breathtaking depictions of the birth of Christ.  

Isaiah 9:6 says, ñFor unto us a child is born, 
to us a son is given, and the government will 

be on his shoulders.  And he will be called 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting 

Father, Prince of Peace.ò 

May the Prince of Peace rule and reign in your 
lives during this holiday season and through-

out the coming new year!  

 Christmas Christmas Christmas 
HolidayHolidayHoliday  

Silver Saints 
10 amñnoon 

Annual Talent Annual Talent Annual Talent 
Show Show Show    

No Silver No Silver No Silver 
Saints Saints Saints 
today.today.today.   
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 No Family No Family No Family 
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CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED ALL WEEK  

Begins Wednesday,  
December 10 

Lasting Joy   
Christmasðbuying gifts and giving gifts, receiving gifts ð
all of it less than a month away. With the hustle and bus-
tle to come, I wondered what I could give to you that 
might enrich you with positive thoughts and good feel-
ings. 
   In preparation for my comments to you, I read through 
the Christmas story in the Gospel of Luke.  I noticed that 

the angels announced that great joy had come to the world with 
the arrival of Jesus, the Savior, the Messiah. Thinking on this, Jesusô 
own words on joy in the Gospel of John came to my mind: Our joy 
will be complete when we obey him. How?  By loving one another! 
We were given the good news and salvation joy when Jesus arrived 
and a promise of overflowing joy tied to loving obedience hours 
before His death. 
   As I pondered the biblical meaning of joy, I remembered that 
several years ago I had come upon a book entitled Joy That Lasts.  
The author, Gary Smalley, writes that if we expect to receive lasting 
joy from people, possessions, places and professions we may reap 
stinging disappointments along the way. What he is saying is that 
our family and friends may deeply hurt or fail us; our possessions 
may lose their luster and no longer satisfy us; we may get bored 
with the places we have moved to or traveled to; and our profes-
sions, our jobs and our promotions may not be rewarding enough. 
Referring to the Apostle Paulôs letters, he then states that only the 
indwelling of the Holy Spirit guarantees lasting joy. When we 
choose to acknowledge and cherish the presence of the Spirit 
within, the Spirit of Jesus; when we actively recognize and embrace 
this precious gift, then, and only then, can our joy be complete and 
can we bear good fruit.  
   So this Christmas season I would like to encourage you to give 
gifts that will richly nurture your souls as you give of yourself to 
others.  Especially consider giving the gift of Second Chances; for 
isnôt this the very gift which our Father gave to us when He re-
leased His beloved Son to be born as a helpless baby in Bethlehem? 
Be generous as God is generous. Be openhanded with a measure of 
the gifts which the presence of Christ within you has generated and 
which you can pass on to others: love without conditions; practice 
selflessness, patience, charity, acceptance and forgiveness; show 
mercy, compassion, wonder, courage, hope and smiles. 
   May your holidays be holy days and may the days ahead bring 
lasting joy to you.  

  Sharing Christmas with your family makes 
this such a wonderful time of year. Sharing 
with someone else's family as well, makes it 
even better. How about sharing with some-
�R�Q�H�·�V���F�K�L�O�G���W�K�D�W���K�D�V���D���S�D�U�H�Q�W���V�H�U�Y�L�Q�J���W�R���S�U�R��
tect your freedom? That is just the opportu-
nity we have for you this Christmas.  
   You will see the Soldier Tree in all kinds 
of different places around Suncoast Cathe-
dral. The Veterans Committee and our Out-
reach Department want to remind you to 
purchase one of the gift cards on the tree for 
a worthy military family. Each card is worth 
$20 or $25 and will cause some very special 
children to have a very special Christmas. 
   Buy as many as you can wherever you see 
the  Soldier Tree deployed or simply put a 
check in an offering envelope and mark it 
clearly for Soldier Tree. After all, we know 
it truly is better to give than it is to receive�³
always has been! 
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